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DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know traffic citations are written to change driver behavior and reduce traffic collisions, not to generate
revenue? In fact, it is common for law enforcement agencies to not have a net gain in citation revenue.
We know this is contrary to some opinions that are out there. We often see and hear comments such as, “That’s
easy money”, “This is a big source of revenue for the city”, and “The department writes citations to pay for their
toys.” This belief is likely caused by the assumption the issuing law enforcement agency receives the entire fine.
The reality is the issuing law enforcement agency in Riverside County receives a percentage of the “base” fine,
only if the person does not contest the ticket or is found guilty of the violation in court.
For example, the total fine for a speeding (≥ 26 MPH over the limit) ticket is $490.00. The base fine is $100.00.
If a Menifee Police Officer writes a speeding ticket, our agency would receive 65%, or $65.00 of the $100.00
base fine. The County of Riverside receives the other 35% or $35.00 of the base fine.
The remaining $390.00 is distributed to several other County and State accounts (See Chart below):

If the City of Menifee does receive the $65.00 from the base fine of the speeding ticket, it in no way covers the
actual cost of writing the citation. Some of those costs are vehicle operation and maintenance, officer regular
salary and benefits, administrative functions of processing the citation, and potential officer overtime costs to
appear in court.
Although the Menifee Police Department will continue to write citations until we have no more collisions or poor
driving behaviors on our roadways, we will always write the citations with the intent of changing driver behavior
and reducing collisions. If you do not want to receive a citation, pay a fine, or have to worry about where the fine
goes, it’s simple, drive safe, and within the law.
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